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longer able to make any resistance, withdrew into Normandy,

to concert new measures with the Empress his

1139-      sister. Thus the King had leisure and opportunity

for another expedition into Scotland, to pursue

and improve his victory, where he met with no opposition :

however, he was at length persuaded with much difficulty to

accept his own conditions of a peace; and David delivered

up to him his eldest son Henry, as hostage for performance

of articles between them.

The King, in his return homeward, laid siege to Ludlow
Castle, which had not been reduced with the rest: here
Prince Henry of Scotland, boiling with youth and valour,
and exposing his person upon all occasions, was lifted from
his horse by an iron grapple let down from the wall, and
would have been hoisted up into the castle, if the King had
not immediately flown to his assistance, and brought him off
with his own hands by main force from the enemy, whom
he soon compelled to surrender the castle.

Stephen having thus subdued his inveterate
1140. enemies the Scots, and reduced his rebellious
nobles, began to entertain hopes of enjoying
a little ease. But he was destined to the possession of a
crown with perpetual disturbance; for he was hardly re-
turned from his northern expedition, when he received
intelligence that the Empress, accompanied by her brother
ihe Earl of Gloucester, was preparing to come for England,
in order to dispute her title to the kingdom. The King,
svho knew by experience what a powerful party she already
had to espouse her interests, very reasonably concluded, the
lefection from him would be much greater, when she
ippeared in person to countenance and reward it; he there-
ore began again to repent of the licence he had granted for
Building castles, which were now like to prove so many
places of security for his enemies, and fortifications against
limself; for he knew not whom to trust, vehemently sus-
)ecting his nobles ever since their last revolt. He therefore
tast about for some artifice to get into his hands as many
>f their castles as he could : in the strength and magnificence
)f which kind of structures, the bishops had far outdone the
est, and were upon that, as well as other accounts, very
auch maligned and envied by the temporal lords, who were